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YOUR 
SUPPORT
Supplies 
Teaching 
Equipment 
for New Staff 
As UPMC Home Healthcare 
of Central Pennsylvania 
and Family Hospice care 
for patients with a variety 
of diagnoses and needs, 
care team members 
must be prepared to 
handle anything from 
basic transfers to ostomy 
care. Having appropriate 
training equipment makes 
a considerable difference 
for staff who are building 
their confidence to care for 
patients in the home.

Earlier this year, your 
charitable support through 
the Home Nursing Agency 
Foundation purchased a 
new life-sized healthcare 
mannequin for staff training. 
Susie (or Sam) is used by 
home care aides to practice 
performing personal care 
skills, re-positioning, and transfer techniques under supervision. 
Nurses can learn new skills and refine existing ones, such as 
indwelling catheter insertion, ostomy care, and tracheostomy care.

“Our staff benefit from the ability to practice and refine skills and 
techniques using a life-sized mannequin prior to performing these 
skills on actual patients,” shares Advanced Education Specialist 
Rhonda Trexler. “The ability to apply practical skills during 
orientation improves staff performance in real-life situations. 
Hands-on demonstration and practicing these skills lead to 
improved patient outcomes and patient safety.”

To learn more about UPMC Home Healthcare, please visit 
upmchomehealthcare.com. To make a donation to support 
patients’ needs, visit HomeNursingAgency.com or call 
1-855-GIVE-HNA.

HEART OF GRATITUDE 
PROGRAM Shares Recognition, 
Supports Needs
Heart of Gratitude is a charitable giving program 
through the Home Nursing Agency Foundation 
that allows UPMC Home Healthcare patients and 
Family Hospice caregivers to make a charitable 
gift, along with sharing their appreciation 
for the staff and/or volunteers who made a 
considerable impact. Identified care team 
members are awarded a Heart of Gratitude pin, 
and donations are used to make a difference for 
future patients and caregivers in need.

Here are some recent comments from UPMC 
Home Healthcare patients:

“My husband’s nurse, Jamey, was very 
personable and fit right in with my husband 
and me. Each visit was timely and efficient. 
She made sure to explain every detail and what 
we should do until her next visit. We looked 
forward to and enjoyed every visit.” -Dorothy, 
Bedford County UPMC Home Healthcare 
caregiver

“There are not enough words to express my 
gratitude to the wonderful caring nurse that 
took care of me after I fell and broke my 
hip. I truly believe that without her care and 
compassion, I may not be here today. She knew 
things weren’t right with me before I did and 
immediately called my doctor and got me an 
appointment. She encouraged me every time 
she was here. She treated me with the greatest 
respect.” -Miriam, Blair County UPMC Home 
Healthcare patient

“The three professionals who came to my 
home for assessment, evaluation, and care 
were informative, compassionate, and true 
caregivers. Although their time with me 
was brief, they reviewed my plan of care, 
medications, exercise routines, and made 
suggestions to improve and maintain my 
rehabilitation. They were respectful and 
provided good educational info. I was quite 
pleased with UPMC Home Healthcare and 
staff.” -William, Somerset County UPMC Home 
Healthcare patient
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Life often gives us the opportunity to use 
our own experiences to help others. Many 
recognize this as a “full-circle moment” 
– when those times that we’ve been the
recipient of a kind gesture, helpful resource,
or life-changing service enable us to extend
similar outreach to those around us.

I was struck by how these full-circle moments 
are woven throughout the stories shared in 
this issue of Celebrate Giving. It is a continual 
cycle of receiving, giving, and growing in the 
process. It is truly the mark of an abundant 
life and legacy, displayed so beautifully in 
the lives of former Healing Patch participant 
Hollie Keller, Family Hospice patient LeFerne 
Saylor and her family, former Nurse-Family 
Partnership® client Megan Heit, and the 

UPMC Home Healthcare patients who 
generously donated in recognition of their 
care team members.

I hope these stories encourage you to 
appreciate your current season of life, despite 
the challenges it may hold, and inspire you to 
use those life experiences to care for others. 
It is through your generosity that many 
served by UPMC Home Healthcare and Family 
Hospice have access to vital resources.

We are forever grateful for the opportunity 
to serve you and to be a conduit of your 
kindness to others.

Gratefully,

Jennifer Vennare
President, UPMC at Home

giving resources giving thanks

Gratitude
Heart of

Dear friends,

A $100 ticket includes ONE chance 
for cash prizes (need not be present 
to win) and admission for TWO for 
dinner and entertainment, along with 
six drink tickets. Only 250 tickets 
will be sold with more than 
$4,500 in cash prizes, including 
a $3,000 grand prize. Other 
exciting opportunities to win 
will be offered throughout 
the evening. All proceeds 
benefit the Healing 
Patch Children’s Grief 
Program.

To purchase tickets, call 
1-855-GIVE-HNA, visit
HomeNursingAgency.com,
or scan this QR code.

Saturday, October 25, 2025 • 5 PM
Blair County Convention Center, Altoona

DECADES
C L U B

giving impact

Congratulations to 2025 
MERCEDES MOMENT Winners
Congratulations to Altoona 
residents Crist and Betty Polito, 
winners of the 2025 Mercedes 
Moment with ticket #267. As Home 
Nursing Agency Foundation’s 
signature fundraiser, Mercedes 
Moment raised more than $67,000 
this year. Crist and Betty were given 
the choice of a 2025 Mercedes 
CLA 250 or $30,000 cash prize. 
Mercedes Moment benefits those 
who have needs beyond normal 
circumstances or require additional 
resources not covered by insurance. 
This year, the Home Nursing 
Agency Foundation has awarded 
$187,144 in grants to directly impact 
the lives of Central Pennsylvania 
residents who are served by UPMC Home Healthcare and Family 
Hospice. The Home Nursing Agency Foundation supports patients and 
families in Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Centre, Huntingdon, Mifflin, Juniata, 
and Somerset counties. If you would like to be added to the mailing list 
for the 2026 Mercedes Moment, please call 1-855-GIVE-HNA.



Summer 2025 | Issue 16 4

giving connection

Tyrone resident Hollie Keller has carried her mother’s compassion, 
empathy, and humor since her mom’s passing in 2013. Now a junior at 
Penn State Altoona, Hollie was reconnected to the loving community of 
the Healing Patch Children’s Grief Program that helped her to navigate her 
grief and loss more than a decade ago.

Laughter Before Tears

Hollie was 11 years old when her mom passed away from cancer, and a few 
months later, she began attending the Healing Patch with her dad and two 
of her four siblings.

“I was scared to go at first but comforted that everyone there had lost 
someone,” she says. “There was something community-based about the 
meal that we shared. We weren’t there to just grieve and leave. When we 
broke out into rooms, I felt more empowered to share what I was feeling. 
I remember laughter before tears. I remember how gentle the volunteers 
were with us and that I felt at peace. It was obvious that was our space. 
They let us share and didn’t interject.”

Hollie has fond memories of certain Tween Room activities, such as 
creating a feelings mask (decorated the inside with how she felt and the 
outside to resemble the Princess Protection Program, a favorite movie 
at the time) and doing a balloon release. The memory bear she received 
continues to be a precious keepsake.

“The bear is very special to me,” Hollie says. “I picked my mom’s gardening 
shirt. It carries even more meaning now.”

Crossing Paths

Pursuing a degree in English with minors in sociology and 
entrepreneurship, Hollie is part of the esteemed Sheetz Fellows program, 
through which students grow their experience by partnering with local 
businesses and organizations. She had no idea that the Healing Patch 
would be the assigned project for her team last fall.

“Giving and receiving is a full circle: a full 
circle feels more natural than a half circle.” 

– Laura Huxley

Former Participant 
Reconnects with the 
HEALING 
PATCH
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giving lifeFAMILY HOSPICE 
Gives Somerset County Patient Life on Her Terms
Rockwood resident LeFerne Saylor 
had lived more than nine decades 
full of family and friends when 
she was diagnosed with a thyroid 
tumor. Knowing that she wanted to 
live out her days in the farmhouse 
that she called home, her son, 
Richard, and daughter, Wanda, 
made the decision to enroll her in 
Family Hospice care to focus on 
quality of life.

As the Family Hospice team got to 
know LeFerne, they were able to 
support her in the ways that mattered 
most in meeting her physical and 
emotional needs.

“They were so good at learning her 
preferences,” Wanda shares. “She 
always liked to walk people out and 
stand at the window and wave as they 
left. The Family Hospice team learned 
to stop and wave and not just drive 
away because that mattered to her. Her 
volunteer, Carol [Wagner], would even 
put her window down so she could see 
better.”

Serving as LeFerne’s primary caregiver, 
Richard was particularly grateful for 
the Family Hospice team. This support 
enabled her to remain at home until 
she passed away peacefully on 
February 6, 2025.

“It would have been really 
tough without your care,” 
he says. “Family Hospice 
provided the supplies we 
needed, answered any 

questions that I had, and kept her 
comfortable. She was able to stay at 
the house as she wanted.”

Part of LeFerne’s legacy was 
maintaining a mammoth calendar 
of family and friends’ birthdays and 
phone numbers. She would celebrate 
her cherished loved ones by calling to 
share birthday songs.

“She wouldn’t just sing ‘Happy 
Birthday.’ She’d make up special 
verses,” Wanda remembers. “Her voice 
was strong and beautiful until last fall 
when the tumor grew. At the funeral, 
everyone talked about their special 
songs.”

When it came time to celebrate 
LeFerne’s 99th birthday, the Family 
Hospice team made it a special day 
complete with flowers and pie, two 
of her favorite things! The team 
purchased a yellow rose bush and 
three different kinds of pie slices 
with funding through a Home 
Nursing Agency Foundation grant 
supporting quality of life. Those 
and other small touches allowed 
LeFerne to feel cared for and 
cherished.

“She was so encouraged and loved the 
personal attention,” Wanda explains. “I 
was reassured that she had someone 
else looking out for her.”

In gratitude for the care she received, 
the family chose to designate Family 
Hospice as a recipient of memorial 
donations. LeFerne’s legacy lives 
on, as other patients and caregivers 
have access to emergency funding, 
quality-of-life experiences, educational 
resources, patient supplies, 
bereavement support, and more. 

To learn more about Family Hospice, 
visit upmc.com/familyhospice. To make 
a donation to Family Hospice, visit 

tiny.cc/FHmemorial or call 
1-855-GIVE-HNA.

“It was such a full-circle moment,” Hollie 
shares. “It feels amazing to give back, and I’m 
grateful that I was given the opportunity to do 
this.”

The partnership was formed through Professor 
Deb Hommer, Associate Teaching Professor of 
Business Administration and Altoona Business 
Program Coordinator at Penn State Altoona. 
Having joined the Healing Patch volunteer 
team in 2022, Deb could see the potential of 
pairing the two programs.

“Supporting children through their grief is one 
of the most powerful ways to bring positive 
change to the world,” Deb says. “The Healing 
Patch's mission aligns perfectly with the 
values of the Sheetz Fellows—compassion, 
service, and impact—making it an incredibly 
meaningful project for our team.”

The project took on more significance for Deb 
and the team, as Hollie was open about having 
personally attended the Healing Patch.

“Hearing Hollie’s story was incredibly moving,” 
Deb says. “She’s an inspiring young woman 
with a deep sense of purpose, and her 
personal connection to the Healing Patch 
added a powerful, emotional depth to our 
work. Knowing that the program helped her 
through her own journey made our team 
even more committed to raising awareness 
and supporting the cause. Her involvement 
reminded us all of the real impact this program 
has on individuals and families.”

The project included a Children’s Grief 
Awareness Month campaign in which students 
painted the windows of several area businesses 
with a message of “No child should grieve 
alone.”

“I have enjoyed getting to know the group in 
the Sheetz Fellows program who are devoted 
to helping the community,” Hollie shares. 
“We’re committed to it not because we have 
to be, but because it’s making a real difference. 
As a child, I didn’t realize how much work goes 
into the program. Now, I can see it takes an 
entire force of people.”

To stay updated, follow the Healing Patch 
Children’s Grief Program Facebook page. 
To support the free services of the Healing 
Patch, visit tiny.cc/healingpatchgiving or call 
1-855-GIVE-HNA.

“It was such a full-circle moment. 
It feels amazing to give back, and I’m grateful 
that I was given the opportunity to do this.”

CAROL WAGNER AND LEFERNE SAYLOR

HOLLIE (THIRD FROM RIGHT) AND HER SHEETZ FELLOWS 
COLLEAGUES ARE PICTURED WITH HEALING PATCH STAFF (CENTER) 
SHALEN STEINBUGL, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR/GRIEF SPECIALIST, 
AND MELODY RAY, HEALING PATCH COORDINATOR, AND PENN 
STATE ALTOONA PROFESSOR AND HEALING PATCH VOLUNTEER 
DEB HOMMER (RIGHT).
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Preparing For The Unexpected

“I don’t know what I would have done without our nurse, Taylor 
[Deitman],” explains new mom Eleanor “Ellie” Bavey. “She 
walked me through what to expect through pregnancy and birth 
and how to be ready for my plans not to go as planned!”

Diagnosed with Atrial fibrillation (AFib) in her third trimester 
and delivering her daughter, Riley, via c-section, Ellie also 
underwent emergency surgery a short time later. Through 
the unexpected challenges of her pregnancy and post-
partum journey, Ellie has relied on Taylor’s direction and 
encouragement. 

“Taylor was with us the whole time,” Ellie shares. “I felt more 
listened to, guided, and helped by Taylor than any of our 
doctors. When I was concerned about Riley’s development and 
being behind, Taylor was the one who helped to connect us with 
Early Intervention.”

As Riley works toward developmental milestones, she is 
benefitting from board books supplied through the donor 
funding, and Ellie is learning through Nutrition Links and CPR 
classes.

“They have given me endless information, and it’s all applicable 
and useful for myself or Riley,” Ellie says. “We are so lucky to 
have this program in our area.”

Helpful In Every Way

“When I was pregnant with my daughter, Pyper, Taylor helped 
me with my blood pressure and taking care of myself,” shares 
NFP client Krystain Costlow. “When I was breastfeeding, they 
taught me a lot. When I had a hard time finding formula because 
so many were recalled, Taylor and Kathleen [Bickford, NFP 
Supervisor] went out of their way to find formula.”

Teaching clients and linking them to necessary resources is 
a valuable aspect of NFP. While the recent donor funding 
covered expenses to celebrate graduates, the event was also an 
opportunity to showcase community organizations and connect 
former and current clients to beneficial services. One of these 
was the Parents as Teachers program, which Krystain enrolled in 
to help guide her through teaching Pyper at home. 

“Taylor and Kathleen have been helpful in every way,” Krystain 
says. “Anything I needed, they have helped me with.”

To learn more about Nurse-Family Partnership, visit 
HomeNursingAgency.com or call 1-833-315-4358.

Example pictured on opposite page: Nurse-Family Partnership® 
clients in Bedford and Somerset Counties have access to 
developmental and safety items, such as toys and an enclosed 
playpen, through grant funding from the Community Foundation 
for the Alleghenies. Most recently, these needs were met by the 
Bedford County Community Fund, Lynn and Craig Ashe Fund, 
and Benjamin Bosler Fund. Additional funds for these needs are 
provided by the United Way of the Southern Alleghenies.

giving resources

Knowing better and doing better is the premise of Nurse-Family Partnership®, a 
national evidence-based program that improves outcomes for high-risk families. 
NFP pairs income-eligible first-time moms with an experienced RN who mentors 
them through pregnancy and their children’s first two years of life. The program’s 
success comes through education – first of nurses, then moms, then children. 

A recent donor gift through the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies 
has allowed the Cambria County Nurse-Family Partnership program to elevate 
educational efforts and make an even greater impact for new moms and their 
children. To date, this funding has provided board books for children, a special 
celebration for recent graduates, mileage expenses for nurses to travel to clients’ 
homes, nutrition classes, CPR training, and nurse education to facilitate improved 
parent-child interactions.

“Do the best you can until you
       know better. Then when  

you know better, do better.”
- Maya Angelou

Community Foundation for the
Alleghenies Gift Elevates
NURSE-FAMILY
PARTNERSHIP® Impact

TAYLOR DEITMAN, ELLIE BAVEY, AND RILEY

GRADUATION CEREMONY

NUTRITION LINKS CLASS
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“My baby was the first baby I ever held,” Johnstown resident 
Megan Heit says. “I knew nothing about being a parent, and I 
didn’t have a stable job.”

It was in this season that Megan found a friend and mentor 
in her Nurse-Family Partnership® nurse, Chrissy Anderson. 
Over the course of a decade, Megan’s life was transformed 
from a bartender to a wife, mom of three, and successful 
entrepreneur.

“Chrissy was kind of my only friend at the time,” Megan 
remembers. “I grew immensely in that time. It would have 
been so lonely and hard without Chrissy.”

Megan and her husband, George, welcomed a baby girl, 
Dandelion, in 2014. They later added a son and another 
daughter to their family. In the midst of this growth, 
Megan sought a job outside the home and saw an ad for a 
Breastfeeding Peer Counselor with WIC (Women, Infants, 
and Children). With Chrissy bolstering her confidence, Megan 
applied.

“She said, ‘Just go for it!’ I got hired on the spot,” Megan 
says. “That was a life-changing moment for me. It was a real 
job! It also shifted from me always needing help to being the 
one that others reached out to for help. I relied on Chrissy, 
and then I became the person others relied on.”

In 2020, Megan and George found themselves out of work 
and facing a “sink or swim” moment for their family. They 
began casting vision for a future that drew on their history 
of working at the bar together and their unique strengths 
– Megan’s love of customer service and making drinks and
George’s affinity for recipe creation and the back-of-bar
operations.

“We found a food cart on Craigslist for $600, and my mom 
lent us money to buy it,” Megan says. “We started with the 
bare minimum each day and set up wherever we could go 
for free. Every time we went out, we did a little better. Those 
baby steps have transformed into what it is now.”

Former NURSE-FAMILY
PARTNERSHIP® Client Grows 
Thriving Family and Business

From those humble beginnings, the Heits have created the 
ROOTS Kitchen + Juicery brand, which includes locations 
in Johnstown and Ebensburg, along with a food truck.

“There were a lot of times in the past few years that people 
thought we were crazy, and now they may look at us and 
think we were so lucky, but we got where we are one step 
at a time,” Megan shares. “You can change your life around 
completely. You can start with nothing and believe you can 
do it!”

Megan reflected on her growth through Nurse-Family 
Partnership and encouraged recent graduates and clients 
as Chrissy invited her to speak at the NFP graduation event 
last fall.

“I talked to the moms about how hard it is to be a first-
time mom. People see where we are now, but years ago, 
we were struggling to buy diapers,” Megan says. “I wanted 
them to know that you can be so far down and make the 
choice to keep going and believe in yourself. Thinking 
about it now, it was really a full-circle moment. The 
experience of having Chrissy look out for me and go above 
and beyond has inspired me to do that for others.”

To learn more about Nurse-Family Partnership, visit 
HomeNursingAgency.com or call 1-833-315-4358.

MEGAN HEIT AND CHRISSY ANDERSON

THE VERY FIRST LEMONADE SETUP

PURCHASING A HOT DOG CART

THE FIRST FARMERS MARKET

giving inspiration

OPENING A SECOND ROOTS LOCATION



McConnell Giving Fund
Nicholas Voice
Operation Our Town
Patched Together, Inc.
Port Family Foundation
Providence Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Ronald McDonald House Charities 

of Mid-Penn Region, Inc.
Rotary Club of Altoona
Sankertown VFW Post 7377
The Bruno and Lena DeGol Family 

Foundation
The Community Foundation for 

the Alleghenies
The EADS Group Employee 

Charitable Foundation Fund
The Greater Altoona Jewish Federation
The Lakemont Partnership
The Pechter Foundation
United Way of Bedford County
United Way of the Southern Alleghenies

HOSPICE
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Ms. Laura Alexander
Mrs. Dorothy M. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas S. Barber
Mr. Robert Barr
Mr. Randy S. Barrick
Ms. Mary A. Beegle
Mrs. M. Kay Benny
Mr. and Mrs. David Benson
Mr. Maurice J. Bertolini
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Braymer
Mrs. Mary Jo Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Bumbarger
Mr. Nathan C. Cattell
Mrs. Joan Clites
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky J. Collins
Mr. Bruce S. Conner
Mr. Terry Conner
Mr. Thomas F. Connors
Mrs. Patricia R. Cook
Ms. Mary J. Coyne
Mrs. Darlene Crotzer
Ms. Margaret Croyle
Mrs. Thelma Davis
Ms. Debra A. Decker
Mrs. Lois Decker
Mr. Robert R. Depew
Mr. Victor Dimoff
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Dolinger
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony W. Donia
Mrs. Bertha R. England
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Felton
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ferguson
Ms. Jill E. Fitzgerald
Ms. Judith Flynn
Mrs. Marjorie B. Focht
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry T. Freeman
Ms. Mary Jo George
Mr. Bruce Getgen
Ms. Judy B. Gill
Mr. Robert V. Goss, Jr.
Mr. Douglas Goss

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Gregg
Mr. Daniel Gutshall
Mr. Rick Hainsey
Mr. Michael P. Harpster
Mrs. Connie L. Harris
Mr. Donald R. Hauger
Mrs Wilma F. Hengst
Mr. Roger Herman
Ms. Susan James
Mrs. Nora Kalinauskas
Ms. Alison Keating
Mr. Douglas B. Kieffer
Mr. Wayne Kirkpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Lake
Ms. M. Annette Lloyd
Mr. James A. Lynch
Mrs. M. Carol Makdad
Mrs. Susan E. McCoy
Mr. Robert McGarvey
Ms. Rhonda McGhee
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. McLanahan
Mrs. Joan M. McMullen
Mrs. Brenda L. Mellott
Ms. Cathy A. Meyers
Mrs. Nora M. Moore
Mr. S. Hutchison Moore
Mr. Robert G. Mountain
Ms. Shirley Muir
Mr. Roger W. Myers
Mrs. Janice Nale
Mr. Gary P. Nastase
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Nicka
Mrs. Patricia A. Nornhold
Mrs. Marie O'Brien
Mrs. Evelyn E. Ogline
Mr. and Mrs. John Pace
Ms. Temple  Pace
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Parry
Mrs. Catherine Penrod
Mrs. Jeanine D. Peterson
Ms. Dorothy E. Pollock
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Reynolds
Mrs. Heather Ricker-Gilbert
Mr. George D. Route
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Rowser
Ms. Stephanie  Shannon
Mrs. Claudia F. Shaw
Mr. Kevin V. Sheedy
Ms. Kristina L. Shesko
Mr. Richard F. Smith
Dr. Julia  Smith, MD
Mrs. Paula Thomas
Mrs. Lori Ulm
Mr. Harris E. Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Jay S. White
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Wigfield
Mrs. Mary Jane Wild
Mr. Charles Wolf
Mrs. Carol A. Zeiders
Mrs. Sondra L. Zupon

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION 
DONORS
Broad Top Area Medical Center

Hoober, Inc.
Kids First Affiliated Services LLC
New Pig Corporation
Schwab Charitable
Scotty's Smile Memorial Benefit
Stevens Mortuary, Inc.
Stoystown Tank & Steel, Inc.
The Community Foundation for 

the Alleghenies

NURSE-FAMILY 
PARTNERSHIP
Bedford County Community Fund, 

Lynn and Craig Ashe Fund, & 
Benjamin Bosler Fund with The 
Community Foundation for the 
Alleghenies

Donor-Designated Gift through
The Community Foundation for 
the Alleghenies

GENERAL 
DONATIONS
INDIVIDUALS
Mrs. Karen A. Anderko
Ms. Mildred Augustine
Ms. Nihlar Z. Azad
Mrs. Dorothy M. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. John Y. Bawel
Dr. and Mrs. Donald M. Beckstead
Mr. and Mrs. David Benson
Mrs. C. Elizabeth Boyd
Mr. Robert Brandt
Mr. Wayne C. Britten
Ms. Sarah G. Bullock
Mr. John Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Cannarsa
Rev. Msgr. Stanley B. Carson
Mr. Michael Christy
Mrs. Dorothy S. Claar
Mr. Gerald R. Clark, Jr.
Ms. Donna K. Clark
Mr. Larry D. Cole
Mr. and Mrs. William Colello
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard L. Creppage
Dr. Donald B. Crider
Mr. Harold J. Davis
Ms. Linda J. Dibert
Mr. Timothy Diehl
Ms. Beverly R. Dinges
Ms. Anna J. Donaldson
Mr. Gerald D. Drenning, USN Ret.
Mr. J. W. Drenning
Ms. Virginia M. Erb
Mr. Donald E. Fahnline
Ms. Jennifer Farrell
Mrs. Marjorie B. Focht
Mr. William H. Foreman
Mrs. Jane R. Frye*
Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Glenn
Mr. Charles A. Haines, Jr.
Mrs. Kyran E. Harper
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Helsel
Mrs. Kimberly D. Helsel
Ms. Lorrie J. Hetager

Mr. Ricky A. Hetrick
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Hollander
Ms. Terri Hoover
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Hoover
Ms. Betty J. Horetsky
Mrs. Mary A. Horsemanko
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Huston
Mrs. Betty R. Kauffman
Mrs. Gladys E. Keener
Ms. Tracey J. Ketner
Mr. Larry L. Lindrose
Ms. Colleen A. Lumadue
Ms. Bernadette A. Mayancsik
Mr. and Mrs. Perry A. McCaleb
Mrs. Gale D. McCormick
Mr. Victor McGlaughlin, Jr.
Mr. Stanley R. Metz
Mrs. Diane Nadolsky Davis
Mr. Gary P. Nastase
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Otto
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Park
Mrs. Ramona M. Parsons
Mrs. Debra S. Picano
Mrs. LaDona Plovish
Mr. Gerald Pristas
Mr. John Prugar
Mr. Robert E. Richers
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Rohrbaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Ruggery, Jr.
Ms. Chelsy R. Scanlan
Ms. Patricia A. Sell
Mr. Gordon A. Simendinger
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce G. Snider
Mr. David E. Snyder
Mr. Stephen J. Stefanon
Mrs. Janice D. Strouth
Mrs. Ann C. Sykes
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Trego
Mrs. Linda S. Waldon
Mr. William T. Ward and 

Senator Judy F. Ward
Mr Garry S. Warner
Ms. Kay Ann Winkler
Mr. Neal A. Worthy, Sr.

BUSINESSES/
ORGANIZATIONS
Broad Avenue United Methodist Church
Centre Foundation
Estate of Melva Collary
Estate of Mildred Port
United Way of Huntingdon County
United Way of Southwestern PA

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Allegheny Township
Beale Township
Belfast Township
Bethel Township
Boggs Township
Burnside Township
Cassville Borough
Curtin Township
Daisytown Borough
Ehrenfeld Borough

Summer 2025 | Issue 16 12

2024 DECADES 
CLUB
SPONSORS
Blue Knob Auto Parts
CleanService Corporation
Coldwell Banker Town & Country 

Real Estate
DeLeo Games, Inc.
Dragonfly Health
Empire Communication Systems, Inc.
Five Star Mitsubishi
Friend of the Healing Patch
Greenwood Steakhouse
Gwin, Dobson & Foreman, Inc.
Imler's Poultry
Ketrow Kurtz Travel
Leonard S. Fiore, Inc.
NEXT Financial Group, Inc.
Quality Services
Redline Nutrition
Reliance Bank
Roundhouse Harley-Davidson
Seven Mountains Media
Stifel
Surplus City, Inc.
The Falon M. Morris Foundation/

Souers Grey
The Underground
UPMC Health Plan & UPMC Altoona
Ward Transport & Logistics

DONORS
Mr. Hyman E. Antikol
Mr. Richard Broxie, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Glenn
Mrs. Diane S. Osgood
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Port
Mrs. Peggy A. Whittington
DeGol Carpet
Fraternal Order of Eagles #1859
Jed David Satow Family Foundation
Ravine Uniform & Apparel
Reilly, Creppage & Co., Inc.
Suzanne Egan, Inc.
TEAM Chevrolet Buick GMC
Team TIG Towing & Recovery
Veeder-Root
VFW Post 4315

LIGHTS OF LOVE
SPONSORS
Quality Services
The Lakemont Partnership
UPMC Health Plan & UPMC Altoona

DONORS
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Adams
Mr. Joseph Ambrisco
Mrs. Ruth Ann Baker
Ms. Mary A. Beegle
Ms. Mary Ann Bell
Mr. David L. Black
Ms. Susan L. Booher
Mrs. M. Yvonne Buser
Mr. Randy S. Carothers
Mrs. Judith K. Charles
Ms. Margaret S. Conrad
Mr. Harold J. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. DeVita
Ms. Bertha M. Ellenberger
Mrs. Shirley J. Franke
Mrs. Jane R. Frye*
Mrs. Marlene J. Gotjen
Ms. Kimberly Gracey
Mrs. M. Michele Haas
Mr. and Mrs. Steven W. Haffner
Mrs. Kelly Hamm
Mr. Phillip E. Harpster
Mrs. Connie L. Harris
Mrs. Kimberly D. Helsel
Ms. Pamela Horton
Mr. Glenn Hosler
Mrs. Betty R. Kauffman
Mrs. Marianna Z. Keagle
Ms. Janice Kimball
Ms. Julie A. Kuhn
Ms. Joyce A. Lehman
Mrs. Vanessa Lucas
Mrs. Cheryl A. Luciano
Mr. James D. Muir
Mrs. Diane Nadolsky Davis
Mrs. Janice Nale
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Otto
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Packer
Mrs. Ramona M. Parsons
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie W. Patterson

Mrs. Jeanine D. Peterson
Mrs. Audrey J. Reed
Ms. Saundra Saive
Ms. Amy B. Seltzer
Mr. Kevin V. Sheedy
Mr. Richard F. Smith
Mrs. Lorraine R. Starr
Mr. Stephen J. Stefanon
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Strong
Mrs. Mary E. Tarpey
Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Turner
Mrs. Mary Turner
Mr. John S. Vancas
Mrs. Linda S. Waldon
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn C. Weaver
Mr. William C. Wertz
Ms. Jessie L. Wise
Mr. Neal A. Worthy, Sr.
Mrs. Shirley L. Zitzlsperger
Mrs. Sondra L. Zupon
Anderson-Denny VFW Post 4559
Blair Image Elements
Henderson Funeral Home, Inc.

2025 FLASHLIGHT 
EGG HUNT
SPONSORS
Cresson House Bed & Breakfast
R.L. Insulation Company, Inc.
Renewal by Anderson of Central PA
www.MyQuickBuy.com

MERCEDES  MOMENT
SPONSORS 
Altoona Curve
Encompass Health Rehabilitation 

Hospital of Altoona
Mercedes-Benz of State College, 

A Ciocca Dealership
Quality Services
Ravine Uniform Store
Reilly, Creppage & Co., Inc.
Reliance Bank
Roaring Spring Family of Businesses
Seven Mountains Media
Sheetz, Inc.
Stuckey Automotive

The Lakemont Partnership
UPMC and UPMC Health Plan

HEALING PATCH
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Marie A. Civiello
Ms. Clara B. Davis
Ms. Maureen R. Dodson, Ph.D.
Miss Nancy R. Fogel
Mrs. Jean D. Geist
Ms. Lori A. Hazenstab
Mr. Edward M. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Hoover
Mrs. Jennifer L. Jones
Mrs. Gladys E. Keener
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Knob, Jr.
Ms. Mary E. Lieb
Ms. Michele Liebal
Ms. Judith F. Norris
Mrs. Diane S. Osgood
Mr. and Mrs. Neil M. Port
Ms. Amy B. Seltzer
Mrs. Rosalind R. Sky
Mrs. Barbara R. Wachter
Mrs. Peggy A. Whittington
Mrs. Shirley L. Zitzlsperger

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION 
DONORS
AFSCME Local 2579
Altoona Sunrise Rotary
Blair County Chamber Foundation, Inc.

– LBC Alumni
Blair County Chapter of PA 

Association of School Retirees
Curvaceous Curves Red Hat Group
Firebird Fitness LLC
First Presbyterian Church of 

Johnstown Women's Association
Holy Name Church
Human Resources Management 

Association of Blair County
Immaculate Conception Church 

Alter & Rosary Society
Joseph Coray Charity Fund
Kathleen & Gerald Sheetz Foundation
Luke Patton Memorial Foundation Fund
M & T Charitable Foundation
Martinsburg Area Community Fund

The generosity of community partners – individuals, businesses, local governments, and organizations – helps to ensure  
that our mission of providing care and services for those in need will continue. 

Every dollar matters. Every gift has a story. The following donors gave gifts of $100 or more between March 1, 
2024 – March 31, 2025. Donors of all amounts can be viewed online at: tiny.cc/HNAFoundationSupporters. Thank you 
to the donors who have helped to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors and our communities.
We apologize for any errors or omissions to this list. Every effort is made to assure that proper information is recorded. 
Please call the Home Nursing Agency Foundation at 1-855-GIVE-HNA to make us aware of any corrections or changes.

*Donor is deceased.

RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS
giving thanks
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Franklin Township
Frankstown Township
Freedom Township
Gulich Township
Juniata Township
Licking Creek Township
Lincoln Township
Logan Township
Marklesburg Borough
Montgomery Township
Napier Township
Shirley Township
Snyder Township
Todd Township
Tuscarora Township
Walker Township
West Providence Township

TRIBUTE GIFTS 
Donations of all amounts are listed.

IN HONOR OF:
Kent Tonkin
Ms. Pamela J. Sprigler

IN MEMORY OF:
James A. Artley
Mr. Carson E. Boob
Mr. and Mrs. Don C. Myers

James E. Ash
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Novak

Richard B. Becker
Ms. Ruth Keller
Tri-Valley Chapter of PIAA Soccer 

Officials

Kenneth L. Bennett
Ms. Sandra Molenda

Nancy E. Bittner
Mrs. Suellen L. Carbin
Ms. Lois J. Dickey
Ms. Suzanne L. Huls

Edith Blair
Ms. Sandra Crile
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Mark
Mrs. Beth Simes and Mr. Mark Simes

Ronald F. Boal
Mr Galen E. Dreibelbis
Mrs. Margaret Lower

Carol A. Cessna
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome R. Harclerode

Phyllis A. Chathams
Ms. Cindy J. Norton

Lettie Sue Clites
Mrs. Carolyn J. Lewis

Esther R. Closson
Ms. Dana Rosser

Arthur J. Cook
Mr. R.T. Meiser
Ms. Joanne I. Torma

Chris W. Dear
Ms. Peggy Grgich
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Newlen

Sharon L. Depew
Carmel Baptist Church
Ms. Ellen Depew
Mr. and Mrs. Terry C. Depew
Mr. and Mrs. John Eells
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Hack
Mrs. Ruth W. Nichols

Wanda A. Felice
Mifflin County Industrial Dev. Corp.
Sealed Air Corporation

Martha Fernandes
Mrs. Frances Brown

Edward S. Garvis
Ms. Rochelle Fig
Ms. Barbara  Garvis
Ms. Nancy Schoenfeld
Ms. Margaret Shank
Ms. Kathy Sheram

Barry A. Ginder
Ms. Barbara Costik
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Williams

Sherman L. Glick
Mr. and Mrs. Mark C. Glick
Mrs. Kathleen G. Shank
Ms. Pamela Varner

Sara Gray
Mr. and Mrs. John Cupps

Denise Gutshall
Ms. Faye L. Cella*
Ms. Elizabeth L. Gutshall*
Mr. and Mrs. William Patterson

Connie L. Hillard
Ms. Johanna M. Scott

Kay Johnson
Alltrista Plastics LLC

Cynthia L. Koontz
Mr. John R. Blackburn, III
Ms. Betty G. Calhoun
Ms. Madelyn N. Fix
Ms. Judith Koontz
Ms. Donna M. Leppert
Mr. Kevin Thomas
UPMC Bedford Medical Imaging Dept.

William Lamont, Jr.
Anonymous

Anthony J. Long
Mr. Rob Crowe

Robert T. Long
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Herr
Mt. Rock Commons Tenant Assoc.

Joann Lovett
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Biem
Hicks Methodist Church "Welcome 

Class"
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie J. Jenkins
Mrs. M. Carol Makdad
Ms. Grace Myers & Ms. Barbara Latham
Mrs. Barbara C. Sherry
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Weaver
Mrs. Dona Wilt

Dorothy A. Luciano
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald C. Lauchle

Juanita Mallow
Klahre Pulpwood, Logs & Lumber
Ms. Joy Paul

Guy R. McCardle
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Arnold

Kenneth G. McMullen
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kinghorn, Jr.
Mr. Edward Margolis
Ms. Maureen Stang
Ms. Ginger Thomas

Donald N. McNelly
Ms. Robin P. Cole and 

Mr. Thomas R. Sedley
Ms. Katherine L. Friend
Mrs. M. Michele Haas
Lawruk Land Development
Mrs. Linda S. Pearce

Galen W. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Peter F. McWillilams

Wanda L. Miller
Pine Glen Church Of The Brethren
Pine Glen Church Of The Brethren 

Work & Win Sunday School

Gary A. Nale
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Heilig

John A. Oldham
Bedford Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Ross E. Cook
Mr. Gregory F. Krug
Lampire Biological Laboratories, Inc.
Ms. Joyce A. Lehman
Ms. Ruby M. Lough
Timothy A. Berkebile Funeral Home, Inc.

Leota P. Pierce
Mr. Donald T. Pierce

Robert D. Pittenger
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Glazier
Mr. Craig Greenland
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Huston
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Jackson
Ms. Charlotte Ridge
Mrs. Mary Ann Smith
Ms. Pamela S. Smith
Ms. Pamela Thompson
Ms. Heather Wolfe

Regina R. Price
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Price

Jane E. Riley
Ms. Sharon E. Robeson
Ms. LuAnn Weatherholtz

Patty Kay Rupert
The Bruno Living Trust
Ms. Kathy King
Quarry Hollow Club

P. Merle Russell
Blair Senior Services, Inc.
Ms. Cynthia M. Hoover
Ms. Janice Lindsey

LeFerne J. Saylor
Mr. Ronald D. Beachley
Ms. Kirby Brugh
Ms. Ellen Fogel
Mrs. Linda M. Gontis
Mr. Frederic Hartsock
Mr. and Mrs. Barry W. McKenzie
North View Farm, Inc.
Ms. Roberta F. Stemmler-Guest

Myrtle I. Sellers
Ms. Carol M. Parrish

Donald E. Sheasley
Ms. Marcella S. Goldberg
New Pig Corporation

Rocco Soccio
Mr. George E. Cornelius
Mrs. Judith Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent M. Soccio
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sprout

James A. Spangler
Mrs. Audrey Bowersox

Katherine E. Steinhauer
Ms. Bonnie L. Allen

Edward C. Stombaugh
Mr. Michael Barton
Mr. Anthony Choros
Mr. Joseph Cyran
Mrs. Christine A. Faulds
Mr. Frank Fisiorek
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Hollander
Ms. Mary B. Jimick
Mr. Tom Michaels
PennCrest Bank
Mr. Owen Sheridan
Mrs. Nancy Stombaugh
Mr. Ronald Stombaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Russell L. Strange
Mrs. Karen L. Tribeck

C. Larry Sunderland
Ms. Patricia J. Crosson
Mr. Peter S. Sunderland

Katherine A. Wagner
Ms. Amber Miller

Dorothy J. Walker
Ms. Janet F. Cebula
Mrs. Mary Ellen Fetchko
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maurer

Ronald J. Whysong
Mt. Zion Reformed Church of Pavia 

Sunday School
Zeigler Chevrolet, Inc.

Alma Wierman
Mrs. Roberta L. Parisi
Ms. Ruth A. Romesberg

Joan N. Williams
Mr. Charles A. Peters and 

Ms. Betty E. Dell

Hazel B. Wirfel
Ms. Christi Thomas

HEALING PATCH Snapshots
Flashlight Egg Hunt
More than 350 participants raced to 
gather 6,000 eggs at the 3rd Annual 
Flashlight Egg Hunt in March 2025. The 
event raised more than $8,000 to benefit 
the Healing Patch. Many participants 
went home with great prizes!

Family Session Peer 
Support Groups
This February, Middles 
Room participants 
decorated broken 
heart puzzles and 
shared thoughts/
feelings related to grief 
and what helps piece 
broken hearts back 
together.

Patch Club In-School Group
Healing Patch Volunteer Michele Marcinko 
(center) joined forces with IU8 Social 
Worker Brandy Harpster to facilitate a 
fun Patch Club at Saint Michael Catholic 
School in Loretto. Michele read the story 
How Full is Your Bucket, which led to 
student discussions on their own drips 
and drops with an activity to address 
feelings, managing difficult emotions, 
self-awareness, and supporting others.

Community Outreach and Education
Healing Patch volunteers often represent the program at community 
events to share about support options for grieving children and their 
families. Pictured in this example are Jessica Peacock and Chrissey 
Wagner at the Hollidaysburg Area High School SADD (Students Against 
Destructive Decisions) Wellness Fair. They are displaying a paper chain 
of hope and happiness compiled by students.



You can make a difference for residents of our 
West Central PA region who receive UPMC Home 
Healthcare, Family Hospice, or other services by 
donating to the Home Nursing Agency Foundation. 
Return the enclosed envelope with your donation or give securely online 
at HomeNursingAgency.com.  

You can also call the Foundation hotline at 1-855-GIVE-HNA to donate by credit 
card. For more information about ways you can help, please contact Kim Helsel, 
Director of Development/Marketing Communications, at 814-947-7024 or 
khelsel@HomeNursingAgency.com. 

The official registration and financial information of the Home Nursing Agency Foundation may be 
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-
732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. If you would like to be removed from our mailing 
list, please contact the Home Nursing Agency Foundation at 1-855-448-3462.
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Celebrate Giving is an annual 
publication of the Home Nursing 
Agency Foundation.

Editor: Kim Helsel

Contributors: 
Natalie Depto-Vesey
Karen Reed
Stephanie Roefaro

Contact us at:
Home Nursing Agency Foundation
20 Sheraton Drive
Altoona, PA 16601

1-855-GIVE-HNA  (1-855-448-3462)

Email: 
Foundation@HomeNursingAgency.com

Like us on Facebook!

Home Nursing Agency Foundation is a 
grateful recipient of funding from the 
following United Ways: Bedford County, 
Huntingdon County, and the Southern 
Alleghenies.

UPMC shall accept referrals and provide services to all 
persons in need in its defined service area regardless of race, 
color, religion, sex, age, national origin, creed, limited English 
proficiency, handicap or disability, ability to pay, ancestry, 
sexual orientation, diagnosis, infectious disease, or DNR 
status, if applicable.
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